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The following pages will be read with profit by many

sea-captains who would maintain some form of worship

on ship-board and otherwise seek the welfare of their

crews. The author's suggestions to that end, have been

prompted by a very successful experience, and are com-

mended as practicable and promising good.
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VELIGION OFF SOUNDINGS

BY

CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS.

Psalmist says: "They, that go down to

the sea in ships, that do business in great

waters; these see the works of the Lord, and his won-

ders in the deep." If sailors see the works of the

Lord, they may be credited with sufficient intelli-

gence to recognize their origin, and also to render

the natural acknowledgment which all minds make

to superior forces. This sentiment is the founda-

tion of Religion, and if the sailor is in a peculiar

measure brought into contact with wonders in the

deep, there would appear to be a special reason why
his calling should develop the religious instinct in a

marked degree. This has been recognized by the

ancient heathen, as well as by the Psalmist, for the

old Latin motto says, "Qui disceret orare, discat

navigare" which may be freely rendered Who would

learn to pray let him go to sea! Nowhere else is the

power of the Supreme Being and the helplessness
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of man more impressively brought into contrast.

And yet some men scoff at the idea of religion on ship-

board, and think it appropriate that such sentiments

should cease to be entertained when the deep-sea
lead fails to find soundings! A retired sea captain,

noticing that a listener wearied at his oaths, cour-

teously exclaimed,
" Excuse my profanity, but I am

an old sailor." That is as if he had said,
(l

I have

spent a large part of my life where I have been brought
into contact with the greatest exhibitions of God's

power, and have continually experienced his goodness
in preservation from dangers, in the midst of which

I was utterly helpless. I have realized his protecting

care in the uttermost parts of the sea, and in going
out and coming in safely during many voyages. I

have seen the glories of his creating hand in the

ocean sunrise and sunset, in the swiftly flying trade-

wind clouds, in the glancing, cresting waves, in the

beauty of tropic lands and coral isles, and, therefore,

it is especially appropriate that I should continually

blaspheme the great Creator of all things, and the

preserver of men, and persistently take his name in

vain.
:

In addition to its exhibition of God through his

works, sea life is adapted to promote religious im-

pressions, by the opportunity it affords for reflection,

and the absence both of the diversions and tempta-
tions of life on shore. On the long, lonely voyage,

when the companionship of the crew has become irk-

some, and no event occurs to interest the mind, as
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the sailor walks the deck, or stands on the lookout

in the night watch, his nature, crying for sympathy
and comfort, instinctively lifts its yearning heart

into communion with the ever present and all loving

God. Eecalling the errors of the past, while free

from the allurements which occasioned them, they

are thought of with regret. A penitential mood is a

noted characteristic of the sailor when afloat. Like

John Newton, who "on board a struggling and half

foundered vessel in the midst of the raging Atlantic,"

changed from a profligate scoffer into an earnest

Christian, many a man in the solitudes of the sea,

away from all human influences and so called
l ' means

of grace,"has been led to "abhor that which is evil,"

and "cleave to that which is good."
" The sea is His and He made it," therefore it is

fitting that God's name should be honored upon the

waters. Believing that religion has the same claims

and brings the same benefits, whether off soundings
or on shore, I have been accustomed, at the com-

mencement of every voyage, to say to the officers and

crew, that we would ask God to go with us and his

Word should be our guide. The first approach to

this intimation was usually made the day we left

port. When the watches were chosen at night, the

rules of the ship were stated to the assembled crew,

either by myself or the mate. The usual laws were

laid down, such as, prompt relief at the change of

watches; the crew then to muster aft, to be counted**

no one to sit down on the lookout; a respectful
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answer to be given to every order; and the harangue
closed with the admonition, "There is no profane

language allowed on board.'
3 This gave the desired

hint to the sailors, and as they tumbled into the fore-

castle, one would say, "Well lads, we've got on

board of a religious ship.'
3

The effect of this prohibition and subsequent ex-

hortation was often very marked. Upon landing at

an East India port, the first person whom I met

thought it appropriate to use profane language when

addressing a sea captain. I interrupted and silenced

him with the remark, "Excuse me, Sir, but it may
interest you to know that you have uttered the first

o;ith I have heard for a hundred days.'
3

A sailor who had been a very profane man, once

nailed up a card on the locker in which the pots and

pans were kept, on which was printed those lines of

Cowper's,

"It chills my blood to hear the blest Supreme
Ru lely appealed to on each trifling theme.

Maintain your rank; vulgarity despise :

To swear is neither brave, polite, nor wise.

You would not swear upon the bed of death!

Reflect! your Maker now may stop your breath."

These lines were committed to memory by nearly all

the crew, and the card served frequently as a re-

minder.

Saturday afternoon was given to the men to wash

and mend their clothes, so that they might present

a neat appearance on the Lord's day, and have no
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excuse for such work then, The first Sunday morn-

ing after leaving port, the crew were notified that

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

would be held in the cabin at nine o'clock. At first

I made attendance compulsory, and if any one was

missing, the mate was sent to bring him in; but

upon reflection, I deemed that it was better to make

the matter optional, though the men were exhorted

to come, by expressing the hope that no one would

have so little gratitude for God's preservation through
the week, as to refuse to give up the brief time de-

signed for his service.

When two bells struck, all hands came aft and

sat on the seats around the cabin table, and on

boards placed upon buckets, ranged around the sides

of the cabin, the whole crew usually being present,

except the man at the wheel and the officer of the

deck, who had instructions to give a signal if the men
were needed for duty. A hymn was sung, not al-

ways successfully, and after prayer, a passage of

Scripture wa? read and remarks were made upon it.

Singing, prayer, and the benediction concluded the

service. The men were then asked if they had Bibles.

Generally the greater part of them needed to be

supplied with them. In the afternoon, each was

presented with a copy, having his own and the ship's

name written in it.
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THE BEST HOURS FOR SERVICE

were found to be nine in the morning, half past one,

or four in the afternoon. The first two were pre-

ferred, the morning hour being deemed the best, but

when work or weather prevented the morning ser-

vice, it was held if possible in the afternoon. The
service usually occupied from one-half to three- quart-

ers of an hour, and this left about two hours for

the watch below to catch a nap in. It was not often

deemed a hardship to attend at these times.

THE SINGING

was a difficult matter to conduct, as the crew were

usually more at home in " Black Ball Packet" mel-

odies, than in psalm tunes. I used to distribute

hymn books to the men, and encourage any good

singers to get their shipmates to practice with them

in the evenings on deck. One sailor who had a good

voice, I hoped both to interest and make service-

able, by getting him to start the singing. I gave him

the hymns beforehand, that he might be ready with

tunes, but to my disappointment, when he entered

the cabin, he told me he couldn't "find any tunes

as the hymns were so new." They were "Kock of

Ages," and "
Jesus, lover of my soul." He was not

continued as chorister. Now that the "Moody and

Sankey
"
hymns and tunes have become so popular,

there will be less difficulty in carrying on this part

of the service. A captain who is diffident, can con-
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duct worship without embarrassment, by reading the

PRAYERS

of the Episcopal service. He should carry a good

supply of prayer books to sea with him, and encour-

age the crew to join in the responses. But I believe

the effect upon the crew is better, where the captain

engages in extemporaneous prayer. It is an avowal

of~ personal interest and sincerity, which wins tLo

respect and attention of the crew, even though the

words be halting and the thoughts less exalted than

those of the book. The greatest difficulty with mist

captains is

THE SEEMON.

Discourses may be read from such books as Spur-

geon's Sermons, Burder's Village Sermons, Dr.

Adams' " At Eventide," or tracts and articles from

religious newspapers may be read with good effect.

Better than all, however, is a simple exposition of

Scripture by the captain or officer leading the service.

There are often foreigners in the crew, and not only

they but the majority of English speaking sailors are

not familiar with book language, and their attention

to the reading of sermons is not easily secured. It is

far better to say with Paul: "I had rather speak
five words with my understanding, than ten thou-

sand words in an unknown tongue.'
3 Doubtless

many will say,
" It would be utterly impossible for

me to preach to my sailors.
" To begin with, let us
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drop the formidable word prcacli and inquire whether

one may not easily train himself to give short and

elective talks to his crew. I will state my own

methods, in the hope that they may prove suggestive
and helpful. The books directly relied upon were

four; the Bible, Cruden's Concordance, Locke's

Commonplace Book and a book of Illustrations and

Anecdotes; but a captain should also secure, if possi-

ble, a Bible Dictionary and a good Commentary.
From the Bible some passage was selected which

suggested a thought, likely to be useful or interest-

ing to the crew. The references in the margin were

then turned up and read carefully; if some one word

was prominent, that word was found in the Con-

cordance, and the places in the Bible where it

occurred were examined. Then the main subject

was sought out in the Commonplace Book, and the

Scriptures relating to it were read. Finally, anec-

dotes wQre looked for in the Cyclopaedia of Illustra-

tions, or memory and observation were kept on the

alert to discover fitting analogies. This was contin-

ued through the week, occupying perhaps only a few

minutes daily, and notes were made of results ob-

tained. On Saturday evening I usually walked the

deck for half an hour and endeavored to arrange the

ideas and facts that had been gained, sometimes

talking in an undertone to myself as I rehearsed my
speech. An occasional growth of enthusiasm might
raise my tone and the man at the wheel would say,

"What, sir?" But getting no reply he would
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doubtless wonder "who the old man was talking

to." If the address got into shape in my mind, I

then went below, and after a season of prayer and

again reading the Bible selection, I wrote, on a small

piece of paper that would slip into my Bible, an out-

line of the intended remarks, making the heads and

divisions clear, in order that I might easily refer to

them while speaking if diffidence or lack of memory
embarassed me. If the address seemed to be effec-

tive, I often wrote it out more fully in the afternoon,

adding to or altering it as the influences of its utter-

ances directed. I would take the liberty of sugges-

ting to professional preachers that the best time to

write sermons is after they are delivered. Then all

the enthusiasm and inspiration which have at-

tended the public effort can be availed of and secured

for a repetition, which again might be improved upon.

A sea captain changes his congregation oftener

than his brother preachers on shore are accustomed

to do, and after one voyage he will have a stock of

sermons, which in future will make him indepen-

dent of emergencies as are the traditional ministers,

who put their sermons in a barrel and when it is full

" end" it over and push it through again, changing

parishes often enough to make that barrel last a

lift time. But a captain, who is interested in this

effort and has a wakeful mind, will be at no loss for

new themes and illustrations. Let him keep a note

book and jot down the thoughts he gets from his

daily Bible readings; let him put down also notes of
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interesting facts obtained from other books, and be

ready to apply the passing events and familiar ob-

jects of sea life, such as signaling a vessel, supplying
a ship with provisions, a gale, a man overboard,

making the land, taking a pilot, studying the chart,

watching the compass, the lookout, the man at the

wheel, the anchor, &c. If he will be content to talk

plainly, make no strained effort after eloquence or

rhetorical effect, but be willing simply to repeat the

Bible stories and truths and unfold the record of a

Savior's love, as one man would ordinarily talk to

another in whom he was interested, I will promise

my diffident and modest brother captain that he will

rapidly develop into a preacher "that needeth not

to be ashamed," and God will abundantly honor and

bless his testimony.

At the first meeting of the voyage I sometimes

spoke from the words: "
Surely the Lord is in- this

place and I knew it not." Gen. 28: 16. An outline

of my remarks reads as follows:

Many think there is no place for religion on board of a ship.

What is religion? Love Ged and keep his commandments.
Where God is, there He is to be worshipped. Is He at

sea? We are answered by the voice of nature in the wind

and wave. By revelation
;

the sea is His; He sitteth up on

the flood
;
the sea is in the hollow of His hand. Either God

can be served at sea or no one ought to go there. At begin-

ning of this voyage let us look to Him for guidance and

protection. 1. Because He has entire control of our temporal
concerns. 2. The safety of our souls depends upon taking
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His word for our guide. As chart and compass to the mariner,
the Bible is to the soul. Jesus, the pilot to the heavenly
haven.

These heads filled out with many quotations from

Scripture, and familiar illustrations and anecdotes,
secured the attention and interest of the crew. Some-
times my first text would be, Psalm 139: 9, 10.

"If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in

the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy
Hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me."
A similar train of thought to that just given would
be followed; the duty and privilege of serving God
at sea.

Early in the voyage an address would be given
upon profane swearing, taking the third command-
ment for a text. I find these notes:

This is God's command. The threat attached. No advan-

tage in swearing. Disadvantages. For every idle word give
account. Anecdote from Addison. Swear not at all. Nature
of an oath. Anecdotes of swearers taken at their word and
suffering judgment from God. How to leave off. 1. Have an
earnest desire and resolution. Anecdote of a reformed sail-

or. 2. Look above for help. He that ruleth his spirit is

better than he that taketh a city.

The men were told that though profanity was for-

bidden on board, not wishing to be too severe, one

exception would be made. If there was a man who
would not be happv unless he blasphemed his Maker,
he might go out on the end of the flying jib boom,
when the wind was aft, so that the words would be
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blown away from the ship, and there he could curse

God to his heart's content.

The narratives of the Gospels and the parables of

Christ furnished a large range of subjects. On one

voyage I took the gospel of Luke in course, and re-

marked familiarly upon its words. The following
texts and subjects are examples of other themes that

were found effective. 2 Tim. 8: 16. The Bible the

word of God. Joshua 24: 15.
" Chooso you this day

whom ye will serve.'
3 -Luk& 10: 27, 23, and Acts

16: 31. The Law and the Gospel.//^. 10: 26-31.

Moses and Christ, Rev. 3: 20. "Behold I stand at

the door and knock." Rev. 22: 10.
" For the time

is at hand." Acts 9. The conversion of Paul. 1

Cor. 15. TneResurrectiou.--Ztew. 1: 29,30. "Dread

not, the Lord goeth before you." Dan. 6: 10, and
Matt. 10: 32, 33. Confessing Christ. Cor.. 4: 16.

Seen and unseen. 2 Peter 3. The Lord's Coming.
Amos 4-' 12. "Prepare to meet thy God." 2 Kings
5: and Romans 10. Naaman. 1 Sam. 18: 14. "The
Lord was with him." 1 Sam. 24: 17. Good for evr[.

1 Cor. 1: 23, 24. Christ crucified. Job 23: 10.

"He knoweth the way that I take." Phil 3: 7, S.

Gain counted loss. Psalm 23.
" The Lord is my

Shepherd." Romans 12. Holiness.

It is sometimes very difficult to bring one's mind
to preaching to the sailors, when, during the week,
there have been disagreements and "growls," such

as inevitably occur in the best regulated ships. But
there is no better remedy than this course for allay-
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ing the friction that has been excited. When cap-

tain and crew ha^e sung and prayed and read God's

word together, and the captain has said a few words

directing the thoughts of all towards God and heaven,

the feelings are softened and harmonized, and in the

light of a common hope and a Christian brotherhood,

differences are forgotten. The knowledge that one

is to preach often restrains him from harshness, and

tends to the maintenance of a consistent life.

PRAYER MEETINGS

were held on Sunday evening at seven o'clock, when

there was enough religious interest among the- crew

to warrant it. After devotional exercises and re-

marks by the captain, the crew were encouraged to

speak or pray. An officer perhaps would lead off.

Then the steward with folded arms and rhetorical

manner would deliver a speech, evidently prepared

with great effort. A sailor would rise and say; "I
never was inside of a school in my life, and when I

came in this ship I didn't know B from a bull's foot;

but now I am learning to read, ;;iid mean to think

more about Christ.'
5 Another sudor would say; "I

have been a bad man, but I have made up my mind

to serve the Lord, and I want you to pray for ine."

The mate would lead in prayer and the captain would

make a closing address.

On one occasion, a believers' meeting was held

and all who professed to be Christians were gath-
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ered around the cabin table and encouraged to tell

their experiences. Thrilling stories were narrated

of the means by which they had been awakened
to a sense of their sinfulncss and need of a Savior.

One was aroused while standing at the wheel, with-

out any apparent cause, and as soon as he went for-

ward, he told his shipmates that if the ship should

sink that night "it would fare hard with them all

forever.'' They laughed at him, .for he had been as

profane and reckless as any one; but his seriousness

continued till he arrived in port and the faithful

words of that devoted missionary, Capt. ANDREW
BARTLETT of Boston, Mass., brought him to the

1 ight. Another had been converted through the influ-

ence and prayers of two ladies in a meeting at the

"North End.'' Others told of their awakening

during the present voyage.

A BIBLE CLASS

was held on Wednesday evenings at seven o'clock.

A passage of Scripture, making a certain topic prom-

inent, was read in turn, two verses each, after which,

references to the same subject were found, one at a

time; all present turning to the place and one of the

sailors reading it aloud. Patience was shown towards

the poor readers, and each one in turn was encour-

aged to make the attempt to read a text. When the

crew were better educated, more passages could be

given out at once, and more ground could be gone



RELIGION OFF SOUNDINGS. 17

over. It was difficult sometimes to repress a smile,

as, for instance, when a young Cape Cod fisherman

read John 5: 54, "Whoso eateth my flesh &c.,"

saying; "Whoso eateth many fishes, hath eternal

life."

DAILY PKAYEES,

during seasons of fine weather, were sometimes held,

usually at a quarter before eight in the evening, when

the Bible was read and prayer was offered. One cap-

tain used to summon all hands aft around the main

deck capstan at eight o'clock in the morning, and

engage in prayer. When the weather was bad he

would say:
"
Men, it is not too rough to stand at the

main braces, and I think we can stand here to pray
to God."

KELIGIOUS OFFICERS

may be active in doing good at sea even when their

captains are not disposed to exert any influence in

that direction. When mate of a ship I was accus-

tomed, with the captain's consent, to hold a Bible

class or preaching service on deck Sunday afternoons.

Often an effective word can be dropped to the man
at the wheel, in a calm night watch, or to the sailor,

who is assisting in a job on the rigging or in sail-

making.

IN POET,

where ships lie at anchor, services may be held with

benefit, and are often the means of great encourage-
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ment to others to initiate the practice at sea. I had
notices printed in blank:

Religious Services will be held on board

Ship
" "

All are cordially invited to attend.

Filling these np with the hour, and any other

particulars, they were distributed through the fleet

on Saturday afternoon by the ship's boat, or a hired

one if the crew were busy. Sunday morning the

Bethel flag was hoisted at the mizzen, and seats cov-

ered with flags were arranged upon the main deck

under an awning. Often a large attendance was

secured, and sometimes other captains or ministers

were invited to conduct the services.

Once I tried the experiment when lying at a wharf,

in order to attract the loungers. Notices were scat-

tered through the grog shops and marine stores

on Saturday, and were nailed to the posts on the

wharves. A good audience attended. The sailors

were always urged to attend the churches on shore,

and when twenty of my crew marched in file into

the Bethel in a large seaport, it was remarked upon
as an unusual, but interesting event.
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LIBRARIES

are supplied by the AMERICAN SEAMEN'S FRIEND

SOCIETY, which an- an incalculable means of use-

fulness on shipboard. A captain should no more

neglect to secure one of these than to omit to pro-

vide his needed shipstores. These libraries contain

about forty volumes, many of them of a religious

character, others of an instructive and entertaining

nature, but all good and pure in their influences.

It is well to place the library in the carpenter's or

cook's room and under their special charge, or even

in the forecastle, if a good man will assume respon-

sibility for it. If kept in the cabin, the sailors will

not come so readily for the books. No one can tell

the good these libraries have done and are doing, but
" the day shall disclose it."

A young lady in New York collected a sum of

money by a fair, and, after considering ways of use-

fulness, decided to prepare a library of two hundred
volumes of narrative, fiction and information, to

send to sea. I was so fortunate as to be made its

custodian. Shelves were fitted for its reception in

a state room of the forward cabin and the steward

kept charge of it, distributing books to the crew

when called for. I commend this example most

heartily as an admirable means of conferring bene-

fit and pleasure upon seamen. Having two li-

braries that voyage, in addition, our ship was per-
vaded with a literary atmosphere. Men that seldom
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looked at a book became readers, and their time and

thoughts were so occupied that they had but little

leisure for growls and plotting mischief, greatly to

the ship's peace.

TRACTS

can be used to great advantage. Many men who
will not undertake so formidable a task as the read-

ing of a book, will glance over a tract, or spell out

the words of a leaflet. I usually selecteda parcel of

tracts each Sunday morning, with muchcare and

prayerful thought, and sent them forward after

services had been held. Many cases of conversion

upon the sea have come to my knowledge, where

such instruments were the only visible means. I re-

call two cases in connection with the tracts " My
Mother's Last Words," and "Only Believe," where

a decision was reached through their influence.

The profits made by selling tobacco to the crew

were invested in Bibles, books and tracts for the

next voyage.

THE LOKD'S SUPPER.

On a long voyage, when we had several pro-
fessed Christians on board, the question of the

Lord's Supper pressed upon my mind. I began to

feel that we ought to manifest our unity by having

fellowship in the breaking of bread, remembering
our Lord's death, according to his command. Dili-

gent study of God's Word convinced me that under
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the circumstances of our long exile from organ-

ized gatherings of Christians, it was our duty and

privilege to observe this ordinance. After much

piayerful consideration, and with some timidity at

the thought of so great an innovation in sea life,

I invited all who had confessed Christ to meet with

me to partake of the Lord's Supper.

A tumbler of wine and a plate of bread were

placed upon the cabin table, around which we all

took our seats, and bared our heads while God's

blessing upon our worship was implored. In a

familiar way I then made some extended remarks

about the ordinance, referring to all the passages in

the Bible relating directly to the subject, all of

which were read aloud. The bread and wine were

passed, each handing them to the other, after which

the second mate made a brief prayer. Several such

seasons have been observed, since, on other voyages

and always with the consciousness of the Lord's

presence and blessing.

A RELIGIOUS SAILOR

can accomplish a great amount of good on ship-

board. Whole crews are sometimes awakened and

converted by the fervent words of a pious shipmate

whose consistent example gives them power. A
sailor who knelt in the forecastle amid showers of

boots, and whose words of prayer were drowned in

curses, saw nearly all his opposers joining with him
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in prayers and praises before the voyage ended.

Such a man is a great help to a religious captain
and assists to a wonderful extent in promoting his-

efforts in behalf of the spiritual welfare of the men.

TEMPERANCE

is one of the most marked fruits of Religion, and a

temperance lecture, just before reaching port, was

always considered an important part of the plan for

doing good to sailors at sea. The time usually

selected was the last Saturday afternoon of the

voyage, at four o'clock. If the weather permitted
it was given on deck. The remarks were familiar

and practical, and well interspersed with anecdotes.

Several signatures were usually obtained to the

Pledge. I never have given grog to my crews, but

in cold weather have always allowed them coffee

at five o'clock in the morning; and when all hands

were called in the night to shorten sail off Cape

Horn, or other cold regions, the cook was sum-

moned to have coffee ready when they went be-

low. Hard drinkers have told me the coffee did

them more good than rum.

A captain who has the religious interests of his

crew at heart will be stimulated to attend also to

their

EDUCATION.

All captains and officers can engage in this work,
and it should receive attention in every ship that
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sails on fair weather voyages. A navigation class

can be held occasionally in the afternoon for the

watch below. If there is a spare room in the for-

ward house it could be fitted up as a school room
;

books and slates might be kept there, with which

the men could practice, and any one qualified to in-

struct could drop in and assist the learner. Pas-

sengers can be very useful in this way, and also be-

guile the tediousness of a long voyage. I have

known ladies to accomplish great results by such

instructions, acd the future lives of men have, to

my own knowledge, been influenced to a wonderful

degree by the stimulus and insight into the field of

knowledge, which these efforts supplied, No reason-

able captain should object to a passenger holding
such classes in the forward cabin, if they were

properly cond acted. Some men are now walking
the quarter decks of fine ships, whose minds and

ambitions were first awakened by the lessons they
were given on shipboard.

Another good effort, in which all captains might

engage, is

LECTURING

upon the physical geography of the sea, astronomy
and other sciences, naval architecture and a multi-

tude of subjects. The ordinary school books will

give him facts, which with very little trouble he

can weave into a half hour's talk on a Saturday

evening. I remember few efforts with more interest
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than these. They are stimulating to the captain's

mind and interesting to the crew. On a long voyage

such events as the weekly lecture have an admirable

effect in promoting the harmony and good spirits of

all on board, besides increasing their knowledge.

DISCIPLINE.

If any question the effect upon discipline of the

means here inculcated, I would refer them to what I

have written upon that subject in my book " On
Board the Rocket.'

5 The chief difficulty in maintain-

ing discipline on shipboard lies in the fact that no

allowance is made for the imperfections of human
nature. The captain expects every man on board

to be perfect, except the captain, and the officers

make the same demand on those below them, but

except themselves. Religion promotes faithfulness

to duty and control over one's self, but inculcates

forbearance towards others.

These suggestions are offered with the hope and

prayer that they may prove helpful in assisting some

to honor the Lord, and do good to seamen, by pro-

moting

RELIGION OFF SOUNDINGS.



THE LOAN LIBRARY WORK OF THE

American Seamen's Friend Society.

DURING the years from May 1st, 1858, to April 1st, 1880, the AMERICAN

SEAMEN'S FRIEND SOCIETY has sent from its Rooms, in New York and

Boston, on vessels making the longest voyages from those ports, for

use by seamen of all nationalities, 6,198 LOAN LIBRARIES, in which

were 376,472 volumes. Of these libraries there have been 6,732 reship-

ments, each library so reshipped usually going out three or more

times. These books have been available to at least 262.369 seamen.

The Countess of Aberdeen, in Scotland, in 1874, sent out ONE HUNDRED

of these libraries, in the name of her deceased son, George, the sixth

Earl of Aberdeen, himself for years a sailor in American vessels. A
Christian merchant in New York City has sent out OVER TWO HCNDRED

AND FIFTY in the names of his three sons, and of these ONE HUNDRED

are now in as many Stations of the United States Life Saving Service.

Other individuals and numerous Sabbath-Schools have made large do-

nations to this department of the Society's work.

The Libraries contain on an average, thirty-six volumes, always in-

cluding the HOLY BIBLE unless it is found upon inquiry, that the ves-

sel upon which the library is placed is already supplied with it. Ac-

companying the Bible are other carefully chosen religious books, and

a choice selection of miscellaneous volumes. When sent from the So-

ciety's Rooms, they are put upon sea-going vessels in neat cases, at an

expense of twenty dollars each, in the name of the contributor. After

they have been read on shipboard, they come back to OUT Rooms, for

refitting and reshipment, or may be exchanged between different ves-

sels at sea, or in foreign ports.

These Loan Libraries have led hundreds of seamen to the Savior of

sinners. Individual sailors, entire crews, and very many officers have

been made Christians by this agency. The faith of Christian seamen

is fed and quickened by these books. Their use by individuals, and in

meetings for religious service at sea. has been instrumental in promot-

ing the observance of the Sabbath. They inform and elevate the sail-

or, mentally Relieving the tedium of sea-life, they take the place of

indifferent and vile publications. They change sailors' habits, dis-

couraging profanity and obscenity, and inducing temperance and chas-

tity. As an issue of these results, a sftip's discipline is improved by a

library, safety of life and property is increased, and voyages become,

in every ivay, more certain and profitable.

These Libraries for vessels can be had upon application at the So-

ciety's Rooms, No. 80 Wall St., New York, U. S. A., and at the Congre-

gational House in Boston, Mass., U. S. A. To send out a Library, en-

close Twenty Dollars in Check. Post Office Money Order, or in oth r safe

way. to American Seamen- s Friend Society, at either of the atore ad-

dresses.



AMERICAN SEAMEN'S FRIEND SOCIETY,

SO Wall Street, New York, U. S- A..

RICHARD P. BUCK, Esq., President.

Rev. S. H. HALL, D. D., Cor. Sec'y and Treas.

L. P. HtiBBARD, Financial Agent.

BETHELS, HOMES, CHAPLAINS, SAILOR MISSIONARIES,
IN THE UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS,

Sailors' Magazine, Seamen's Friend, Life Boat.

LOAN LIBRARIES FOR SHIPS.





Boston Public Library

Central Library, Copley Square

Division of

Reference and Research Services

The Date Due Card in the pocket indi-

cates the date on or before which this

book should be returned to the Library.

Please do not remove cards from this

pocket



(Feb., 1891, 20,000)

BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY.

One volume allowed at a time, and obtained only by
card ; to be kept 14 days (or seven days in the case of fiction

and juvenile books published within one year) without fine ;

not to be renewed; to be reclaimed by messenger after 21

d^ys, who will collect 20 cents besides fine of 2 cents a day,
including Sundays and holidays; not to be lent out of the
borrower's household, and not to be transferred

;
to be re-

turned at this Hall.
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